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Thus the beginning of Henry's reign is marked by
a statute " for the burning of Heretics ", and directly 1401.
after a Lollard named William Sawtrey was sent to the
stake. In Henry V's reign the Lollards were still numer-
ous enough to threaten a rebellion. They were protected
and encouraged by Sir John Oldcastle, a brave soldier
who had fought well in Henry IV's wars against the
Welsh. He was arrested and sentenced to be burnt, but he
escaped. A plot was formed for a great mass of Lollards to *ismg*
meet in St. Giles's fields, and to seize the king. The plot
was discovered, and the king, by closing the gates of
London and sending a body of horse to the meeting-
place, prevented an outbreak. Oldcastle was at last re-
captured and burned as a heretic. After this we hear
little more of the Lollards, although in a few villages
Lollardy lingered on till the time of the Reformation.

The movement was on the whole a failure, because the
Lollards had nothing definite to propose. They were
united in complaining about the wealth and luxury of
great churchmen, but in little else. Some followed
Wyclifs later opinions, and became actually heretics;
that is to say, they denied some of the teachings of the
Church, and wanted a reform in doctrine. But the people
at large had not the least wish for this; they regarded it
as going much too far. In two points, however, Wyclifs
life is memorable. He gave us our first Bible in English,
and he also taught the right of all, clergy and laity alike,
to form their ideas of conduct on what they found in the
Bible, without being obliged to follow what they were
told to believe.